Summer 2014 Reading Assignments
LACES has a required summer reading program. Please select books from the grade level students will be entering this fall. Students and parents are responsible for obtaining their own books. Please check your local library and bookstore. Middle School students need to read the underlined mandatory book for their grade level and choose at least one other book from the list provided with their grade level. High School students need to read the designated texts: College Prep students have one text, Honors students have two.  AP reading requirements are published separately on the LACES website.  Reading multiple books during the summer is highly encouraged. In August, teachers will administer in-class assessments on the summer reading. Enjoy!
6th Grade
City of Ember- Joanne DuPrau
We also recommend you choose one of the books below to read:
How Tia Lola Came To Stay- Julia Alvarez 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham- Christopher Paul Curtis 
The Tale of Despereaux- Kate DiCamillo 

Shabanu-Suzanne Fisher Staples

A Single Shard-Linda Sue Park

Maniac Magee-Jerry Spinelli

7th Grade

Alabama Moon-Watt Key
We also recommend you choose one of the books below to read:
Tangerine-Edward Bloor

Hound of the Baskervilles-Arthur Conan Doyle

The Skin I’m In-Sharon Flake

Rumblefish-S.E. Hinton

Becoming Naomi Leon-Pam Munoz Ryan

Taking Sides-Gary Soto

Dead End in Norvelt-Jack Gantos
When You Reach Me-Rebecca Stead
8th Grade

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian-Sherman Alexie

We also recommend you choose one of the books below to read:
The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy- Douglas Adams
 Jane Eyre-Charlotte Bronte

Alice in Wonderland-Lewis Carroll

The Chocolate War-Robert Cormier

Hiroshima-John Hersey

Hoot-Carl Hiasson

Journey of the Sparrows-Fran Leeper Buss

Romiette & Julio -Sharon M. Draper

9th Grade

Everyone reads: The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho
The Alchemist is the magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure as extravagant as any ever found. From his home in Spain he journeys to the markets of Tangiers and across the Egyptian desert to a fateful encounter with the alchemist.
Honors also read: Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell
Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of “outliers”--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their cul- ture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic ex- periences of their upbringing.
10th Grade

Non-Honors students read ONE of the following books:

·   The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot
· Beyond the Beautiful Forevers:  Life, death and hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine Boo

· Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand

· Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

· Note: If you think you might transfer to Honors, be sure you read The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks rather than any of the other Non-Honors options! 
· Note: Descriptions of the books listed above are available from Ms. Sandberg
Honors students read these TWO books:
· The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot
· Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut
11th Grade
The Complete Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi

Persepolis is the story of Satrapi’s unforgettable childhood and coming of age within a large and loving family in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution; of the contradictions between private life and public life in a country plagued by political upheaval; of her high school years in Vienna facing the trials of adolescence far from her family; of her homecoming—both sweet and terrible; and, finally, of her self-imposed exile from her beloved homeland. It is the chronicle of a girlhood and adolescence at once outrageous and familiar, a young life en- twined with the history of her country yet filled with the uni-versal trials and joys of growing up.
12th Grade

The Kite Runner, Khaled Hasseini

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his fa- ther’s servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption, and it is also about the power of fathers over sons-their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 
We encourage students to prepare for AP Literature throughout high school. We recommend reading an additional book from the list on the next page of texts that frequently appear on the AP Literature exam.

101 Great Books Recommended for College Bound Readers
– –: Beowulf 
Achebe, Chinua: Things Fall Apart 
Agee, James: A Death in the Family 
Austen, Jane: Pride and Prejudice 
Baldwin, James: Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Beckett, Samuel: Waiting for Godot 
Bellow, Saul: The Adventures of Augie March 
Brontë, Charlotte: Jane Eyre 
Brontë, Emily: Wuthering Heights 
Camus, Albert: The Stranger 
Cather, Willa: Death Comes for the Archbishop 
Chaucer, Geoffrey: The Canterbury Tales 
Chekhov, Anton: The Cherry Orchard 
Chopin, Kate: The Awakening 
Conrad, Joseph: Heart of Darkness 
Cooper, James Fenimore: The Last of the Mohicans 
Crane, Stephen: The Red Badge of Courage 
Dante: Inferno 
de Cervantes, Miguel: Don Quixote 
Defoe, Daniel: Robinson Crusoe 
Dickens, Charles: A Tale of Two Cities 
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor: Crime and Punishment 
Douglass, Frederick: Narrative of the Life 

of Frederick Douglass 
Dreiser, Theodore: An American Tragedy 
Dumas, Alexandre: The Three Musketeers 
Eliot, George: The Mill on the Floss 
Ellison, Ralph: Invisible Man 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo: Selected Essays 
Faulkner, William: As I Lay Dying 
Faulkner, William: The Sound and the Fury 
Fielding, Henry: Tom Jones 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott: The Great Gatsby 
Flaubert, Gustave: Madame Bovary 
Ford, Ford Madox: The Good Soldier 
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von: Faust 
Golding, William: Lord of the Flies 
Hardy, Thomas: Tess of the d’Urbervilles 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel: The Scarlet Letter

Heller, Joseph: Catch-22 
Hemingway, Ernest: A Farewell to Arms 
Homer: The Iliad 


Homer: The Odyssey 
Hugo, Victor: The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
Hurston, Zora Neale: Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Huxley, Aldous: Brave New World 
Ibsen, Henrik: A Doll’s House

James, Henry: The Portrait of a Lady 
James, Henry: The Turn of the Screw 
Joyce, James: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
Kafka, Franz: The Metamorphosis 
Kingston, Maxine Hong: The Woman Warrior 
Lee, Harper: To Kill a Mockingbird 
Lewis, Sinclair: Babbitt 
London, Jack: The Call of the Wild 
Mann, Thomas: The Magic Mountain 
Marquez, Gabriel García: One Hundred Years of Solitude 
Melville, Herman: Bartleby the Scrivener 

Melville, Herman: Moby Dick 

Miller, Arthur: The Crucible 

Morrison, Toni: Beloved 

O’Connor, Flannery: A Good Man Is Hard to Find 

O’Neill, Eugene: Long Day’s Journey into Night 

Orwell, George: Animal Farm 

Pasternak, Boris: Doctor Zhivago 

Plath, Sylvia: The Bell Jar 

Poe, Edgar Allan: Selected Tales 

Proust, Marcel: Swann’s Way 

Pynchon, Thomas: The Crying of Lot 49 

Remarque, Erich Maria: All Quiet on the Western Front 

Rostand, Edmond: Cyrano de Bergerac 

Roth, Henry: Call It Sleep 

Salinger, J.D.: The Catcher in the Rye 

Shakespeare, William: Hamlet 

Shakespeare, William: Macbeth
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